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When first published in 1899, The Awakening shocked readers with its honest treatment of
female marital infidelity. Audiences accustomed to the pieties of late Victorian romantic fiction
were taken aback by Chopin's daring portrayal of a woman trapped in a stifling marriage, who
seeks and finds passionate physical love outside the straitened confines of her domestic
situation.Aside from its unusually frank treatment of a then-controversial subject, the novel is
widely admired today for its literary qualities. Edmund Wilson characterized it as a work "quite
uninhibited and beautifully written, which anticipates D. H. Lawrence in its treatment of
infidelity."Although the theme of marital infidelity no longer shocks, few novels have plumbed the
psychology of a woman involved in an illicit relationship with the perception, artistry, and honesty
that Kate Chopin brought to The Awakening. Now available in this inexpensive edition, it offers a
powerful and provocative reading experience to modern readers.

From the Back CoverWhen first published in 1899, The Awakening shocked readers with its
honest treatment of female marital infidelity. Audiences accustomed to the pieties of late
Victorian romantic fiction were taken aback by Chopin's daring portrayal of a woman trapped in a
stifling marriage, who seeks and finds passionate physical love outside the straitened confines
of her domestic situation.Aside from its unusually frank treatment of a then-controversial subject,
the novel is widely admired today for its literary qualities. Edmund Wilson characterized it as a
work "quite uninhibited and beautifully written, which anticipates D. H. Lawrence in its treatment
of infidelity."Although the theme of marital infidelity no longer shocks, few novels have plumbed
the psychology of a woman involved in an illicit relationship with the perception, artistry, and
honesty that Kate Chopin brought toThe Awakening. Now available in this inexpensive edition, it
offers a powerful and provocative reading experience to modern readers.Unabridged Dover
(1993) republication of the work first published by Herbert S. Stone & Co., Chicago, 1899.About
the AuthorA precursor of the 20th century's feminist authors, Kate Chopin (1850–1904) wrote
short stories and novels for children and adults. The St. Louis native lived in New Orleans for a
dozen years and set most of her tales amid Louisiana's Creole culture. Many of her stories were
well ahead of their time, and she achieved widespread acclaim only after her death.
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John P. Jones III, “Giving credit where credit is due…. …to Amazon!, for recommending this
book. Most regrettably, until Amazon suggested her book, I had never heard of Kate Chopin. If
she is to be labeled, she is a southern American female writer, and I have long been fond of the
works of Carson McCullers and Eudora Welty. She also attracts the “feminist” label. This work
was first published in 1899, twenty years after Ibsen’s 
  
A Doll's House (Dover Thrift Editions)

  
  
     and thirty years before Virginia Wolfe’s 
  
A Room of One's Own

  
  
. I believe Amazon’s “algorithm” recommended this work based on my recent re-read of
Ibsen’s classic, in Kindle version.The novel commences on Grand Isle, Louisiana, one of the
outer most barrier islands in the Gulf of Mexico. It is a summer resort, established and hosted by
Madame Lebrun for the “gratin” of New Orleans society. Edna Pontellier, and her husband,
Leonce, are honored guests. They have two young children. The children are tended to by an
individual whose label is now rather quaint, if not entirely obsolete, as in, thrown into the “dust
bin of history”: a quadroon. Edna is 28, from Kentucky blue-grass country, and a bit of an
outsider in what is admittedly, French society. In fact, the toing and froing of the seemingly “idle
rich” is rather Proustian. By slow degree, Chopin depicts a souring marriage, like so many, as



follows: “She would, through habit, have yielded to his desire; not with any sense of submission
or obedience to his compelling wishes, but unthinking, as we walk, move, sit, stand, go through
the daily treadmill of the life which has been portioned out to us.” Sounds like a nexus between
“Is this all there is to life?” and “laying back and thinking of the Empire”. A woman’s strong
intuition into the affairs of the human heart is demonstrated. And, sure ‘nuf, another man
becomes involved, Robert, one of the sons of Madame Lebrun. Chopin does “nuance”; there are
no black or white characters, and the action evolves in a non-stereotypical way. In short, a good
read, with a jolting ending that foreshadows the much latter demise of Virginia Wolfe herself.It is
a “meaty” novel, full of insight, and longer than the 74 pages indicated in the description. I
double-checked my Kindle version, and it shows four or five pages with the same page number.
If this came from a print version, the face type must have been very small. And a note about the
reviews of two other Amazon reviewers, in the USA listing. As I have grown to expect, the lead
review is another excellent one by Roger Brunyate giving the work 5-stars. Far more surprisingly,
the 1-star, by Ben G., on “The Dangers of Self-Centeredness” is cogent and quite reasonable,
simply from a very different perspective. Think it is the very first time that two quite divergent
reviews, in terms of the book’s rating, have been worthwhile reads. Is it an “awaking” to one’s
own self, or simply dangerous narcissism?The last 20% of this edition is eight short stories. All
too often, in cases like this, the stories can range from mediocre to out-right “filler.” Not so in this
case. Almost all are succinct and powerful, as well as being thematically varied. One is on a civil
war battlefield, and deals with mistaken identity in the “fog of war.” Another concerns two sisters,
camped out beside the ruins of their mansion, which they are obsessed with rebuilding, after it
having been destroyed by Union troops. Another concerns that wonderful and terrible power by
which “one drop” of black blood makes the entire person black. And there is the transformative
power of a simple pair of silk stockings to a woman’s sense of herself and place in society.
Written in 1899! An enduring theme.The French influence, particularly in southern Louisiana,
and along the Mississippi River, permeates Chopin’s writings. In fact, there are numerous
sentences of untranslated French in her work. Though I spent some time working in northern
Louisiana in the early ‘70’s, the history and development of the French influence in the state –
the only one with political boundaries designated as “parishes,” remains rather fussy, and so I
decided to partially correct that deficiency by reading Wordsworth’s epic poem, 
  
Evangeline: A Tale of Acadie (Classic Reprint)



  
  
    in the near future. As for “The Awaking,” 5-stars”

Omicron, “This is great however I was surprised at how small the print is. Get out your
magnifying glass.. First book I had to hold a magnifier to read without straining the old eyes. The
content of his writing: 10 stars! If you want to read without strain = ORDER THE BOOK WITH
BIG PRINT!”

The Grateful Dad, “Relative, shocking & beautiful. One of a kind book. I read this in my early
20’s, and now again in my mid-40’s. I loved it even more this time around. Highly controversial in
it’s time, this is definitely an early American literary classic. I’m sure it shook the foundation of
man back when it was released (and it in-fact did just that), while today, as a modern liberal man,
I adore this book with all my heart. Outstanding characters with distinct personalities, beautiful
writing with its serene scenery & landscapes, as well as delicate and “delicious” descriptions of
how homes, towns, furniture and decor looked and were represented during that time era. Even
the food and drinks described come so close to mind you can almost taste them. Sooo much
has changed since the books original publication, yet some of the horrid elements depicted still
lightly linger today. It feels so real and so powerful, so colorful and so rich…I can say no more
other than it’s an engaging, quick read, a compelling story that is worthy of any book club,
classroom discussion or for any thought provoking individual looking to read then recollect and
analyze a powerful piece of literature.”

marshajmellow, “Kate Chopin - A Great 1899 Read!. Kate Chopin wrote The Awakening during a
time and place that made the book highly controversial because of the thoughts and deeds of
her main character, Edna Pontellier. Published in 1899 and with a setting in a southern location,
Louisiana, the book was never banned but censored because of a female’s expressions that
were sensual and sometimes sexual in nature, unheard of coming from a young woman of that
era. Chopin was the first female from her home town, St. Louis, to become a professional writer.
Only a few critics who had highly praised Chopin’s other works, considered the book the great
work of fiction that it was and later recognized in the 1970’s. Most of those critics and even other
female authors condemned Chopin’s choice of subject as “sex-fiction.”Chopin’s character, Edna,
is married to Leonce, a businessman, who seems to only accompany her for the family
vacations in Grand Isle and is away on business the rest of the time so they can live and
vacation in the manner of the wealthy. In fact, he leaves Edna to carry on as she pleases on
these excursions with her best friend, Adele Ratignolle, and a handsome son of the Lebrun
family, Robert, who manages the cabins. Edna and Leonce’s twins are taken care of by the
“quadroon”, a racially mixed servant, whom Edna relies on almost entirely for the care of her
children. She does express love for her children but motherhood is not her forte. Leonce pays



less attention to his children then his wife and has no idea Edna is unhappy. Adele Ratignolle is
the perfect friend, mother and wife. She is often faint and ill because of her constant state of
pregnancy. Often, as a friend, she warns Edna to watch out for Robert’s propensity and
temporary affection toward married women. Edna and Adele have a very close relationship and
at least in one moment in the story it becomes that of a tender, almost sexual in nature, affair, but
Chopin leaves that question unanswered to remain in the reader’s imagination. Then there is the
quiet, solitary, pianist, Mademoiselle Reisz, whom Edna visits regularly once she returns home
and is her only confidant regarding her emotional affair with Robert. Edna admires the
Madame’s solitary life and herein Chopin leads us to believe Edna idolizes a lifestyle where one
can do as they please.Robert travels to Mexico to avoid an impending affair with Edna, now an
artist, while she paints and dreams of sensual moments that do not involve her husband,
sending her twins to visit the in-laws. Conveniently, Leonce is out of the picture long enough for
her to become attracted to a replacement for Robert, Alcee Arobin, the local womanizer. Edna
finally succumbs to Alcee’s persistence and consummates this affair, but continues to long for
Robert. Robert does return from Mexico eventually, but the couple’s emotions battle each other
to a final losing end.Chopin leads the reader through Edna’s search for meaning of her true self,
her identity crisis, and her “awakening” through the subject of sexuality. She explores topics like
homosexuality and infidelity in a frank but very uncommon style for the late 19th century.I
enjoyed reading The Awakening and appreciate Chopin’s honesty and courage not only as a
feminist, but as an author who brought to the public’s attention the need to re-evaluate the roles
of men and women in marriage and parenting. Maybe Edna’s feelings could also apply to today’s
families that spend so much of their time going separate ways instead of building lasting bonds
together.Like it or not we are sometimes subjects of our sexuality here in the 21st century as
they were in 1899. This book was controversial simply because Kate Chopin let those feelings
be known, quite the opposite of these days and times.”

Vikki Patis, “Kicking off Feminist February!. The Awakening was my first book for the Feminist
February reading challenge. I chose The Awakening because it was first published in 1899, and
apparently caused a scandal with its descriptions of female infidelity. (It's also free on
Kindle!)Why is it that, although written in the 1800's, that The Awakening is still relevant today?
The protagonist, Edna Pontellier, speaks of how a woman is expected to give herself up for her
children, and rages against this notion. Today, we still speak of women in terms of their
relationship to other people (mother, grandmother, wife, sister). Think of the headlines involving
women: "Mother, 35, eats ice cream at the park!" "Wife of celebrated politician wears leopard
print dress to charity ball!" It's quite ridiculous, isn't it? And yet we are still subjected to this form
of sexism, sometimes without even noticing.Edna's lover, Robert, mentions dreaming that
Edna's husband would free her, give her up, for Robert to have:"You have been a very, very
foolish boy, wasting your time dreaming of impossible things when you speak of Mr. Pontellier
setting me free! I am no longer one of Mr. Pontellier's possessions to dispose of or not. I give



myself where I choose. If he were to say, 'here, Robert, take her and be happy; she is yours,' I
should laugh at you both."Many people, even in apparent forward-thinking cultures, still believe
that women are property. If challenged, they may deny it, but you only have to speak to a group
of people about a woman keeping her own surname upon marriage, or the husband taking his
wife's surname, to discover just how backwards their views actually are. I kept my surname upon
marriage, yet I have received negative comments from several places - not just online trolls, but
members of my own and my husband's family. I have even broken ties with some family
members because of their downright nasty response to my decision. How ridiculous that, in this
day and age, some people feel so strongly about what is and isn't acceptable for a woman to
do.The Awakening, with its incredibly apt title, is a great read. It's wonderfully written, and very
enjoyable. If you're participating with Feminist February, this is an excellent book to pop on your
list. Actually, even if you're not participating, you should read this book.”

Janie U, “Really enjoyed this book which shows us a snapshot of society in New Orleans. I've
read this book as part of a literature appreciation course. I'd heard of neither the author or the
book so it really was an unknown commodity.The book is 220 pages split into 39 chapters. Also
worth noting that this version uses a fairly large font and has notes on the pages so no searching
at the back of the book.There is a brief introduction to the author but no detailed analysis of the
novel. This was very pleasing as I really love to read a classic novel without having been told
how I should be enjoying it.The plot is great - it deals with society, class, feminism, expectations,
marriage, motherhood and many other issues. All wrapped together with many small vignettes of
moments in time. This author was primarily a short story writer and this becomes very clear
when reading this book as you can see that many of the small chapters could almost stand
alone as short stories.Edna is wonderful as a heroine, she is full of flaws but manages to hold
herself above the other characters whilst not being afraid to display her weaknesses.It's a
complex situation and there are some huge decisions to be made. Kate Chopin shows the
reader what is happening without ever judging the characters or patronising the reader. The
reader can judge Edna but such judgements would be foolish without taking time to try to
understand her.This tale is still very relevant today although it not as shocking as it probably was
in 1899.”

CloselyObservedEnglish, “A Feminist Classic. The theme of this book is not so highly original,
though the time of its execution was, and the sympathetic light it casts on its protagonist sets it
apart from others in what we may as well call a genre. And what genre is that? It is the genre of
books about women who realise they have married wrong, through no fault of their own; they
have married without love; and they have come to regret that fact. Escaping from such bonds is
often an insuperable task, and the reader's motivation to continue reading generally rests on the
anxiety we feel as we witness the protagonist's striving for freedom and true love. The fact that
Chopin was a masterful writer makes reading this book an even more rewarding experience.”



Ms. L. A. MacNeil, “A lyrical insight into a woman's self realisation. This book was beautifully
written. The descriptions of the beach, New Orleans and the characters sweep you up in
amongst it all.Edna's initial unconscious ambivalence is gradually replaced by jet knowledge of
what she does and doesn't want from life.Not to sacrifice oneself... easier said than done!”

The book by R. K. Mishra has a rating of  5 out of 4.3. 3,714 people have provided feedback.
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